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w AT'S NEWS 
AT RHODE ISLAND 
Vol. 13 No. 2. September 14, 1992 
MOVIN' IN: Claire Crotty (far left), mother of Melanie Crotty (third from left), Laurie Dumas (with boxes) and Kelly Washington 
(far right) head into S,weet Residence Hall as a new academic year begins. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 
Quincentennial Celebration-
VP for Republic of Italy to receive 
honorary degree from RIC 
Vice President for Life for the Senate of 
the Republic of Italy, Senator Paolo Emi-
lio Taviani, 88, who is described as "the 
greatest living scholar of (Christopher) 
Columbus" will receive an Honorary De-
gree of Humane Letters from Rhode 
Island College at ceremonies scheduled 
for Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 3 p.m. in Gaige 
Hall Auditorium. 
The awarding of the degree is part of 
RIC's year-long Quincentennial Celebra-
tion: The Age of Exploration and the 
Merging of European Cultures in the 
Western Hemisphere. 
One of only seven living parliamen-
tarians who has been an elected member 
of government without interruption since 
1945, Senator Taviani was a leader of the 
Italian Resistance during World War II 
by Clare Eckert 
and has headed several important govern-
ment ministries throughout the past five 
decades leading to major socio-economic 
and political changes in his country. He 
holds degrees in jurisprudence, social sci-
ences and in letters and philosophy. 
From 1945, after taking part in the Re-
sistance movement against the Nazi occu-
pation in northern Italy which began his 
political and public service career, Sena-
tor Taviani was a professor of economic 
history at the University of Genoa, a post 
he held until 1984. 
As one of the founders of the Italian Re-
public, he was responsible for personally 
writing a number of articles as deputy to 
the Constitutional Committee (1946-1948) 
relating to economic and social matters. 
RIC to offer a month-long look at labor -
As undersecretary of foreign affairs 
(1951-1953) and minister of defense (1953-
1958), he was influential in the resolution 
of the Trieste problem and in the integra-
tion of Italy in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. 
Appointed minister of the interior in 
1962, a post he held until 1968 and then 
again for one year in 1973, Senator Ta-
vi:mi worked for social reform and a!!ainst 
crime and banditry. 
He was elected to the Italian Senate in 
1976. In addition to his current position as 
vice president of the. Senate, he is presi-
dent of the Italian Federation of Freedom 
Volunteers, president of the Historical 
(continued on page 8) 
Links on the Chain: Labor at Century's End 
Come you ranks of labor, 
Come you union core. 
And see if you remember, the 
struggles of before. 
When you were standing helpless, 
on the outsyk of the door. 
And you started building links on 
the chain .... 
- "Links on the Chain" 
by Phil Ochs 1965 
by George LaTour 
Rhode Island College will take a close 
look during the month of October at labor 
and the labor movement through a series 
of panel discussions, films depicting how 
workers have lived and a photo exhibit. 
Entitled "Links on the Chain: Labor at 
Century's End," the three-part program 
asks the question: "Is labor losing its link 
on the chain" of American life? 
Through the combined efforts of several 
academic departments in the College's 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences and the 
Labor Studies Program, photojournalist 
Earl Dotter, economist Barry Bluestone, 
political sociologists George Ross and 
Jaclyn Jones from Brandeis University, 
labor organizer Luz Fernandez of the 
Boston IRATE program, former Santo 
Domingo President Juan Bosch and the 
University of Rhode Island's Scott Mol-
loy, to name a few, will address the 
various topics in the program. 
(continued on page 9) 
COLLEGE 
RIC distinguished 
faculty named in 
Arts and Sciences 
by George LaTour 
An organic chemistry professor at 
Rhode Island College whose students 
often have cited as their choice for a role 
model for her inspired teaching, her 
friendly "down-to-earth" approach and 
her availability and readiness to help has 
been named the 1992-93 recipient of the 
Paul Maixner Distinguished Teaching 
Award in the Faculty of Arts and Sci-
ences. 
Elaine Stedman Magyar of Providence, 
as the award winner, will present the 
Maixner Lecture this spring at a time and 
place to be announced. 
Other winners in tl1e annual Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences awards program are 
Curtis K. Lafollette of Hudson, Mass., a 
professor of art, who was named tl1e 
Mary Tucker Thorp Professor for Distin-
guished Scholarship and Artistic Crea-
tion, and Earl E. Stevens of Cumberland, 
a professor of English, the Distinguished 
Service Award. 
As Thorp Professor~ Lafollette will 
make a lecture/presentation in the spring, 
also at a time and place to be announed. 
Announcement of the winners was 
made at the opening meeting of the Facul-
ty and Arts and Sciences August 27 and 
the citations read by Dean Richard R. 
Weiner. 
Recipients of the Maixner Distin-
guished Teaching and Distinguished 
Service awards received a plaque and 
cash honorarium; the Thorp Professor-
ship, a cash award and a reduction in his 
teaching load. 
Elaine Stedman Magyar 
Magyar, who joined the RIC faculty in 
1978 as an assistant professor, has been 
the College's primary advisor to pre-
medical, pre-dental, pre-veterinary and 
pre-optometry students and "has been 
noted as outstanding not only by the recip-
ients of that advice, but by her colleagues 
here and at those professional schools,'' 
noted her citation. 
(continued on page 10) 
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ALUMN 
ASSOCIATION & ALUMNI FUND NEWS 
Perspectives is in the mail and on its 
way to you. In addition to P. William Hut-
chinson's feature on theatre alums and 
Holly Shadoian' s story on David Zapatka 
'81, you'll find alumni profiles on Loma 
Duphiney Edmundson '64, V. Michael 
Ferdinandi 71, and Lu Ann Battista 75. 
There is also information on Allee, the 
employment opportunities network for 
alumni, which is a free service for you 
from the Association. We still want your 
recipes for a cookbook celebrating cul-
tural diversity - the form is right in the 
magazine. If you're wishing summer 
were back, check out the Bermuda cruise 
being offered for 1993. 
The Scholarship Committee of the 
Alumni Association met in August and 
awarded $25,000 in scholarship aid to 40 
RIC students. This is a significant in-
crease over previous years, both in dollars 
awarded and in number of students 
receiving assistance. The success of last 
year's Alumni Fund - and your partici-
pation - made this increase possible. 
Our hope is to be able to award an even 
greater number of scholarships next year. 
With your help in the 1992 campaign, we 
can do it. In future columns we will 
highlight the names of the winners. 
The 1992 Alumni Fund is well on its 
way to a successful year. Pat Ross Maciel 
'61 is chairing the 1992 Fund, which has 
a $120,000 goal. Already more than 
$95,000 has been given or pledged. The 
1992 Fund year closes Dec. 31, 1992. Be-
ginning late in September, students will 
be calling alumni, seeking support for the 
Alumni Fund. Please consider a gift 
when you are called. 
On Monday, Sept. 14, coordinators and 
recipients of the Alumni Book Award will 
be honored at a reception in the Alumni 
Lounge. The Association's Book Award 
program is unique in that alumni - usual-
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ly faculty or administrators of a particular 
high ~chool - donate the cost of the book 
set to be presented . The award is pre-
sented to a high school senior who is 
planning to attend RIC. 
Interested in a chance at winning a 
$20,000 car from Hurd Buick? Or how 
about $5,000 golf vacation to Scotland 
from All-Ways Travel? You could if you 
get a hole-in-one at the 2nd Annual Alum-
ni Golf Day on Monday, Oct. 5, at 
Cranston Country Club. For only $50, 
you get 18 holes of golf with a cart, din-
ner, hat, and a chance to win some terrif-
ic prizes. There will also be a raffle for a 
number of great gifts. All proceeds from 
the golf day benefit the Association's 
scholarship program. It's a great way to 
have a fun day and provide much needed 
scholarship assistance to our students. If 
you would like to play - or if you would 
like to donate a prize or sponsor a tee fla~ 
($50 for an alum, $100 for non-alumni), 
-please call the Alumni Office ( 456-
8086). 
Attention classes of 1987, 1982, 1977, 
1967, 1957 and 1952. If you haven't 
planned any reunion activity for the fall, 
you might want to consider "coming 
home'' to a special event being held on 
Saturday, Oct. 24 in Roberts Auditorium. 
The RIC Foundation is sponsoring its 2nd 
Annual Concert. This year the proceeds 
will benefit the Thomas R. Pezzullo Me-
morial Scholarship Fund. A great evening 
of entertainment is planned. Classes can 
reserve a block of tickets for a small or 
large group. Call if you would like 
assistance in planning a get-together. 
Contributed by Holly l . Shadoian and 
Kristen A. Jalbert, Alwnn i Office and 
Alwnni Fund Office : 456-8086 
Focus on the Faculty and Staff 
Emeritus pro-
fessor of history, 
Kenneth F. 
Lewalski, was a 
participant on a 
9nel devoted to 
'11.e Polish Di-
.. aspora in the 19th 
Century at the 
50th anniversary 
International 
Congress of the Polish Institute of Arts 
and Sciences in America held at Yale Uni-
versity last June. Lewalski's paper was 
entitled "Heroes and Aliens: Everyday 
Life of Political Refugees in France Dur-
ing the July Monarchy.'' 
David C. Woolman, acting director of 
the curriculum resources center, pre-
sented a paper entitled " International De-
velopment of Peace Studies and 
Education 1960-1990" at the 36th biennial 
international conference of the World Ed-
ucation Fellowship. The conference, 
whose theme was "Education in and for 
a Changing World,'' was attended by edu-
cators from Australia, England, Inc'ia, 





cently featured on 
two local televi-
sion stations and 
in an article pub-




quale was featured on Heritage Cable Tel-
evision's 'Women in Sports" and on 
WJAR's Channel 10 "Between the Lines" 
with Mark Patinkin. 'Women in Athletic 
Training" was the title of the NATA arti-
cle. In addition, Laquale completed a 
chapter on "Athletic Training for_ the Fe-
male Athlete'' which will be published as 
a textbook entitled The Female Athlete by 
Sage Productions, edited by Dr. Greta 
Cohen of the University of Rhode Island. 
Laquale was also tl1e conference plan-
ner for the National Council of Athletic 
Trainer sessions at the 1992 AAHPERD 
National Convention in Indianapolis, In-
diana and is currently serving as chairper-
son for the National Council of Athletic 
Trainers. 
Next issue of What's News 
is Monday, Sept. 28, 
DEADLINE 
for copy, photos, etc. is 
noon, Friday, Sept 18. 
PRINTING 
Narragansett Beacon PRESIDENTIAL GREETINGS: President John Naz.arian greets (from left) Gregg Hough and Mart ha D' Amico, new teachers 
at Rhode Island College's laboratory school, Henry Barnard. (What's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 
New 
bus trip .· . . 
The _Chaplains' Office is sponsoring a 
bus tnp to New -~ork City Saturday, 
Oct. 3. T.he bus will leave the Student 
Union at ~ a.m. and return at 11 p.m. 
The cost 1s $25. Drop-off points are · 
Ellis Island, Reckefeller Center and the 
Metropolitan . Museum of Art. Contact 
the Chaplains' Office at 456-8168 for 
further information ·or stop by the office 
(Student Union 300). • · 
~- Pellegrjno . 
scholarship fund· in 
music ,ed begun . 
Friends and colleagues of the recently 
retired music ooncation teaeher at 
Rhooe ,:lsland College'~ Henry Barnard 
Scqool have established ·a scholarship 
fund within the RIC Foundation "in 
recognition of and respect for her signi-
ficant contribution to the field of music 
education." 
Alice K. Pellegrino of Warwick 
retired at the close of t11e last academic 
year, capping a career in music . educa-
tion that began in 1952. At RIC, she had 
served nine years parttime iµ the music 
department antl 16 years as the music 
educator for Henry Barnard School. 
It is intended that a scholarship will be 
awarded, annually to a • RIC student in 
music education, reports Rosemary J. 
Murph~ of Barnard. 
· The fund was established within the 
RIC Foundation in August with an in-
itial gift of $2,500 raised through dona~ 
tions, says Murphy. 
"Many children and adults bave bene-
fited from Alice's commitment to excel-
lepce in musiceducation over the years. 
'' Alice, ber coUeagues and friends, 
hope this scholarship will serve to en-
courage, fa some small way, a new gen-
eration of committed music educators,'' 
says Murphy on bel1alf of those resp,on-
sible for establishing the fund. 
If a11yone wishes to contribute to the 
Alice Pellegrino Scholarship Fund,, they 
may -do so through tl1e RIC Foundation, 
which is administered through the Of~ . 
flee of Development and College Rela-
tions in Roberts Hall 300. Telephone 
nllll1ber is 456-8105. · 
Advisors invited 
to lunch · 
Student organization advisors and 
other" staff:- facuffy and administrators 
interested in learning more about the 
role of an advisor and what resources 
are available to various organizations are 
invited to a noon luncheon Wednesday, 
Sept. 30 in the Student Union Ballroom. 
Reservations are necessary• ·w Friday, 
Sept 25. Call 456-8034 for further in-
formation or to reserve a seat : 
Frank Flaherty to 
visit _campus 
Democratic candidate for Rhode 
Island Governor Frank Flahei:ty will be 
on campus Friday, Sept. 11 in the Stu-
dent Unioq Ballroo~ from noon to 2 
. p.m .. to express some of bis views. All 
are invited to at~nd, , : . · .. · 
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Knowing 'written guide' earns student prizes 
by Clare Eckert 
P~E WINNERS: Two of the six incoming freshmen who were awarded $25 gift 
. c~rhficates to the Campus Book Store are Jennifer M. Griffiths 0eft) and Malissa 
Biros. The four students not pictured are Stefanie A. Descoteaux Elizabeth Re' 
Oretha B. Nunley and Jennifer Lumnah. ' 
18
' 
If a questionnaire dropped in your lap 
asking for response to 10 issues about 
Rhode Island College, and all the infor-
mation could be discovered by reading the 
College catalog, would you know which 
sections to look under? 
What if you were an entering freshman, 
fresh out of high school and trying to 
digest an enormous amount of informa-
tion about RIC ... Where would you look 
for what you needed? Would you ask 
someone or just let it pass until the next 
time the question came up? 
Associate Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
. ~d Science, James H. McCroskery, who 
IS the academic liaison to the New Student 
Program Summer Orientation sessions 
believes the College catalog is a ''stu~ 
dent's written guide" during his or her 
college experience ... "One of the most 
important documents students need to be-
come familiar with as they travel through 
college,'' he said. 
Realizing that "we needed to motivate 
students to start learning about RIC 
through the catalog,'' McCroskery initi-
ated a reward program for just that pur-
po_se ?uring this past summer's 
onentat1on sessions. 
Armed with his idea and a "sales 
pitch'' to the Campus Store Manager 
Steven Platt to help out with prizes for 
students, McCroskery prepared six dif-
ferent sets of questionnaires, asking for 10 
responses to items that could be found in 
~e catalog. The questions ranged from 
Items found in the College calendar and 
fees to ~cademic requirements and faculty 
credentials, he said. 
~tude~ts from each cycle of summer 
onentation were given the questions to 
take home, asked to respond and to mail 
them back to the College. The student 
from each cycle who answered tlle most 
correct would be given a $25 gift certifi-
cate from tl1e Campus Store. 
The College Catalog ... 
' one of the most 
important documents 
students need ... ' 
"It's a great idea," said Dolores 
Passarelli, director of New Student Pr~ 
grams. "(Summer orientation) is really 
the first time th€ students get a hold of the 
catalog, and unless they need to use it, 
students don't routinely look at it." 
McCroskery said the response from the 
students for this first effort• was good. 
"Those students who took tlle time to 
enter the contest are now acquainted witl1 
one of the most important documents for 
their college career," he said. "Orienta-
tion provides a great deal of important in-
formation. Our new students are not 
expected to retain all the policies, proce-
dures and requirements shared witl1 them. 
But if they know where to get the infor-
mation, they're ahead of the game." 
Platt was pleased tl1e Campus Store 
could help out once again in a supportive 
way, and says he would not hesitate to 
donate awards next year. 
McCroskery and Passarelli agreed that 
they will continue the project. "It's a 
good motivator, and nice of the Campus 
Store to assist in getting the project off the 
floor." 
Student award winners were: Stefanie 
A. Descoteaux, Malissa Biros, Elizabeth 
Reis, Oretha B. Nimley, Jennifer Lunmah 
and Jennifer Griffiths. 
. · AR'! IN~PECTION: ,~.e~ior Mich~el Spremulli views faculty exhibit ,photos· by Alexlandra Broches in.the College'~ Ban~ister . Gal-
lery Sept. ~- The exh1b1t of art works by the faculty runs until Sept. 25. · · · · · · · 
26 faculty, 12 staff appointments made; promotions announced 
Some 26 new faculty members have 
been appointed at Rhode Island College, 
along with six administrative staff and six 
support staff mem~rs, according to an 
announcement by the-Office of Personnel. 
Additionally, recent administrative pro-
motions also have been announced. 
1fft"' John J. Fitta, 
of Barrington, 
previously con-
troller for the 
College since 
1982, has been 
named to the new 
position of assist-
ant vice president 
for finance and 
controller. 
He came to the College from the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island where he had 
served for two years as assistant and act-
ing controller. Previously, he was audit 
manager for the state auditor general's of-
fice, and before that, he served as a cei:ti-
fied public accountant with the 
international CPA firm, Laventhol and 
Horwath. 
Fitta bas a bachelor's degree in accoun-
ting from Bryant College and is a CPA. 
Additionally. he has completed substan-
tial core requirements for a Master of 
?ublic Administration (MPA) at URI. 
Richard W. 
Prull, of North 
Providence, was 
appointed direc-




ing Lenore A. 
DeLucia, who 
was previously 
appointed vice president of adminis~tion 
and finance. Prull had served as acting di-
rector for tbe past two academic years. 
Prull holds a bachelor's degree in 
p&ychology from Duquesne University, a 
master's in general p&ychology from the 
University of Rl1Qde Island, and a Ph.D. 
in educational p&ychology from Boston 
College. 
Rene H. Per-




of purchasing. A 
20-year employee 
of the College, 
Perreault most re-
cently held the 
position of man 
I for the Physical 
Gail H. Davis, 








For the past 16 
years Davis has 
held the position of associate athletic di-
rector and has assumed a variety of 





for the past 13 
years, has been 
named interim as-




W. David Armitage, of West War-
wick, was appointed senior programmer 
and consultant in the Computer Center re-
cently. He had been a Specialist I in the 
Center for Evaluation and Research since 
1973. 
~ACULTY 
DR. ALI BAHRAMI, Assistant Profes-
sor, Department of Economics and 
Management. Dr . Bahrami received a 
B.S. from Nebraska Wesleyan University, 
an M.C .R.P. and an M.S. from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and a 
Ph.D. from the University ofMisspuri . 
He held the position of Software En-
gineer/System Administrator in the lntel-
ligen_t Systems Center at the Universi .ty 
of Missouri. Dr. Bahrami comes to us 
from.Rollo; Missouri. 
DR. TERRY BONTRAGER, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Counseling and 
-Educational Psychology. Dr . Bontrager 
received a B .A. from the University of 
New York, an M .A. from the U,li.,,ersity 
of Kansas, and M.S . and Ph.D. degrees 
from Texas A&M University . Dr. 
Bontrager comes to us from College Sta-
tion, Texas, where he was a Psychology 
Intern for Dallas Independent School Dis-
tricts. 
MS. CELESTE BOWLER, Kindergarten 
teacher at Henry Barnard School. Ap-
pointed at the rank of assistant professor. 
Bowler received a B.A. and an Ed .M . 
degrees from Rhode Island College. She 
has taught in the Woonsocket schools and 
at Henry Barnard School. She resides in 
West Warwick, Rhode Island . 
MS. MARY BYRD, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Nursing. Professor llyrd 
received a B.S. from the State University 
of New York, an M.S. from Syracuse 
University, and is a Ph .D. candidate at 
University of Rhode Island. She has -
taught at John Logan College, Salv.e 
Regina University, and Syracuse tlniver-
sity. In addition she has held staff nursing 
positions at a hospital and pub Ii<; health 
department . Professor Byrd resides in 
Narragansett. Rhode Islapd. 
MS. MARTHA D'AMICO, Teacher at 
Hency Barnard School. Appointed at the 
rank of instructor . Ms . D'Amico received 
a B.A. from Providence College and an 
M.A. from Rhode Island College . Ms . D' -
Amico has taught in the Providence · 
School Department . She resides in War-
ren, Rhode Islanq; , · -·" 
MS. NORMA A. FARAONE, Health 
Educator , Department of Health, Physi-
cal Education and Recreation. M s. 
Faraone received B.S:, M.Ed ., and M .A. 
degrees from Rhode -Island College . She 
has lectured in health at the University of 
Rhode Island and Rho qe Island College. 
She resides in Cranston, Rhode Island. 
DR. BEVERLY ANN GOLDFIELD, 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Psychology. Dr . Goldfield received a 
B.A. from Connecticu ,t College, an·M.A . 
from the University of Connecticut; and 
an Ed.D. from Harvard University . She 
has taught at Boston College, Harvir<l 
University, and Connecticut College . Dr . 
Goldfield comes to us from Stoniugfon, 
Connecticut . -
DR. ELIZABETH UDUAK HEN-
SHAW, Assistant Professor, Department 
of Elementary Education . Dr . Henshaw 
received a B.A. from the University of 
Ife, an M .A. from the Philadelphia Col -
lege of Arts, and an Ed ,D. from New 
York Univ ersity , She has taught at 
Hampton Univers ity, Indiana Univers ity 
of Penn-sylvania, and Wheaton College _ 
Dr . Henshaw resides in Norton, Mas-
sachusetts . 
DR. CLAUS HOFHANSEL, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Political 
Science. Dr. Hofhansel received an LL.B. 
(J.D.) from the University ofFreiburg , 
and M.A. and Ph .D: degrees from the 
University of North Carolina . Dr. Hof-
hansel has taught at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, East 
Carolina University, and the College of 
Wooster. Dr . Hofuansel comes to us from 
Wooster, Ohio . 
Ms. GREGG HOUGH, Kindergarten 
Teacher at Henry Barnard School. Ap-
pointed at the rank of instructor . Ms . 
Hough received a B.A. from Cedar Crest 
College and an M.Ed. from Rhode Island 
College . She has taught Kindergarten and 
preschool children at Child's Play. She 
resides in Seekonk, Massachusetts . 
MS. ROBIN KIRKWOOD -AULD , 
Physical Education Teacher, Henry Bar-
nard School Appointed at the rank of as-
sistant professor . Ms . Auld received a 
B.S. from Springfield College and an 
M .S. from the University of Rhode Is-
land. She has taught and coached at Lin-
coln School and Providence College. She 
resides in Harrisville , Rhode Island . 
MS. SHIRLEY LACROIX, Music 
Teacher, He~ry Barnard School. Ap-
pointed at the rank of assistant professor. 
· She received a B .M. degree from Anna 
Maria ColJege and an M.A . from Rhode 
Island College . Ms. LaCroix has held the 
position of Special Lecturer at Providence 
College and ·taught in Linccln, R:I., 
elementary schools . She resides in Smith-
field, Rhode Island. 
DR. GAIL LAWSON, Assistant Profes-
sor, Deparonent of Counseling and 
Educational Psychology. Dr . Lawson 
received B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees 
from the University of Rhode Island. She 
has taught at the Community College of 
Rhode Island, CCRI Family Life Center, 
and the University of Rhode Island. Dr. 
Lawson resides in Foster, Rhode Island . 
MR.JIAN HONG LIU, Assfstant Profes-
sor, DeparonenrofSociology , Professor 
Liu received a B.S. from South China 
Normal University, an M.A . from 
Nankai University, an M,A- degree from 
SUNY Albany, where heis a Pli.D , .can-
didate . Professor Liu has taught at 
Ningxia University, 'Hudson Valley Com-
munity College , and SUNY Albany . He 
comes to us from Watervliet, New York. 
DR. PATRICIA MASLJN 
OSTROWSKI, Assistant Professor , 
Department of Educational Leadership, 
Foundations, and Technology . Dr. 
. Ostrowski received a B.A. from Syracuse 
University, an•M .A. and Ed.M. degree 
from Columbia University , and Ed.M. 
and Ed .D . degree_s from Harvard Univer-
sity. Dr . Ostrowsk i has been an educa-
tional consultant in New Haven, Connec ~ 
ticut, and has taught at University of 
Rhode Island since 1987. She also was a 
Research Associate with the Rhode Island 
Department of Elementary and Secon-
tlary Education. She resides in Newport, 
Rhode lsl;md, 
DR. PKFRICKJAMES MCQUILLAN, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Secon-
dary Education/Department of 
Anthropology and Geography, Dr . Mc-
,"· Quillan received A.B. and A.M. degrees 
- from Wesleyai) University, and a Ph.D. 
fr,omBrownUn iversity . Dr _ McQujllan 
, -l}a~.taught at 'Brown Un iversity . He 
resides in North Provi dence, Rhode Is-
land. 
DR. THOMAS MEEDEL, Assistant 
,Professor, Bi~fogy Department. Dr. 
• Meedel received a B.S . from Wesleyan 
University and a Ph.D. from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvan ia. He has served as As-
~sistant Scientist at the Woods Hole 
Marine Biological Laboratorr since 1983, 
and formerly Y(.3S a Research-Associate at 
Wistar Institute and Boston University. 
He resides in Woods Hole, Massachusetts . 
DR. BARBARA B. PURDY, Assistant 
Professor of Cliemistry, Department of 
Physical Sciences. Dr . Purdy received 
B.S. and M.S. degrees from the Univer-
sity of the Philippines and a Ph .D. from 
the University of Wyoming. Dr. Purdy 
was a Graduate Research and Teaching 
Assistant at the University of Wyoming . 
She comes to us from Laramie, Wyoming , 
MS . ANN R. ROCHE'ITE, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Nursing . 
Professor Rochette received a D.S. from 
Salve Regina Colleg e and an M.S. from 
Boston Univ ersity . Professor Rochette 
has served in a variety of pediatric nurs-
ing positions at Rhod e Island Hospital 
and has taught -part-time Rhode Island 
College. She resides in Cumberland, R.I. 
DR. NAMITA SARAWAGJ, Assistant 
Professor, Department of Mathemati cs 
and Computer Science. She received B.S . 
and M.S. degrees from the University of 
Bombay and an M.S. and Ph .D. from 
Northeastern University . Dr . Sarawagi 
has held teaching and research assistant 
positions at Northeastern University, 
Brandeis University , and the University 
of Bombay and St. Xavier 's College in 
India. She resides in Dedham , Mas-
sachusetts . 
DR. LESLIE ANN SCHUSTER , Assis-
tant Professor, Departrne11t of History . 
She received a B.A. from Roosevelt 
University and M .A. and Ph .D. degrees 
from Northern Illinois University . Dr . 
Schuster has taught at Northern Illinois 
Un iversity , Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy , and Wabash College . She comes to 
us from Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
DR . MELVIN SHELLY, Assistant Profes -
sor, Department of Counseling and 
Edu cational Psychology. Dr . Shelly 
received a B.A. from the College of 
Wooster , an M.Ed . from Temple Univer-
sity , an M.S. from the Univer sity of Pen-
nsylvania, and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees 
from the University of Michigan. Dr. 
Shelly most recently has held the position 
of School Psychologist in the Syracuse 
School District. In addition he has taught 
at Syracuse University and Bowling 
Green State University. He comes to us 
from Syracuse, New York. 
DR. PAUL TISKUS, Assistant Prof~or, 
Department of Secondary Education ~ 
Tiskus received a B.A. from Hope Col-
lege, and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees fro~ In-
diana University. He formerly taught m 
the Aurora, Indiana school district and 
comes to us from Bloomington, Indiana. 
DR. MARGARET ANN WALLER, As-
si$tant Professor, Department of Social 
Work. Dr. Waller received a B.M . degree 
from DePaul University, an M.S.W. from 
the University oflllinois, and a Ph.D. 
from the Univen;ity of Chicago. She has 
been in private practice and consulting 
and resides in North Smithfield, Rhode Js-
land. 
DR.JULIEE. WOLLMAN-BONILLA, 
Assistant Professor, Deparonent of 
Elementary Education . Dr . Wollman-
Bonilla received a B.A. from Harvard 
University, an M.S. from the University 
of Pennsylvaina, and a Ph .D. from New 
York University. Her most recent posi-
tion was Senior Researcher at the 
Literacies Institute and she resides in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. 
MS. YJNG ZHOU, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Mathematics and Com-
puter Science. She received B.A. and 
M .A. degrees from Beijing Teacher's Col-
lege and an M.A . from SUNY Buffalo. 
Professor Zhou has taught at Beijing 
Teacher's College (China) and at SUNY 




DR. KAREN •L. BURG, Principal, Henry 
Barnard School. Dr. Burg received a B.S. 
from West Chester University, and M.A., 
C.A.G.S ., and Ph.D. degrees from the 
University of Connecticut. Dr. Burg has 
taugh~ at the laboratory school at the 
University of Connecticut and in Con-
necticut public schools . Most recently she 
was Director ofEducational Services at 
Ellington Pub1ic Schools. She comes to us 
from Broad Brook, Connecticut. 
MS. MARIA CECJLIA CANO, Admis-
sions Officer, Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions. Ms. Cano received a B.A. 
from Rhode Island College and recently 
held the position of Court Advocate at 
the Women's Center in Providence. She 
resides in Pawtucket, Rhode Isl;md. 
MR.JOHN MATTHEW LUCZAK, 
Trainer/Recruiter, Mentorship Academy. 
Mr . Luczak received a B .A. from Brown 
University and formerly held the position 
of Program Coordinator at Volunteers in 
Providence Schools . Mr. Luczak resides 
in Providence, Rhode Island . 
MS. CRISTIN M . SEARLES, Costume 
Assistant, Deparonent ofTheatre and 
Dance. She received a B.A. from Hamil-
ton College. Ms. Searles has held the posi-
tion of Costume Designer at Hamilton 
College and resides in East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island. 
MR . ROBERT SHEIN, Multi-Cultural 
Media Specialist, Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences. Mr. Shein received a Bachelor's 
degree from Arizona State University and 
a Master's degree from Drown Univer-
sity. He is completing a Ph.D . at Brown 
University. Mr . Shein formerly held the 
position of Audio Visual Supervisor, Cen-
ter for Language Studies at Brown 
University . 
MR. CHARLES R. SIMPSON, Shop and 
Laboratory Technician, Department of 
Physical Sciences. He received a B.S. 
from the University of Rhode Island and 
has served as Laboratory Technician at 
Dean Junior College. Mr. Simpson 
resides in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 
RECENT SUPPORT STAFF 
APPOINTMENTS 
MR. RICHARD BRIGGS, Senior Main-
tenance Technician, Physical Plant 
MS. BARBARA CHOQUE'ITE, Senior 
Reconciliation Clerk, Bursar's Office 
MS . DONNA HASSELL, Senior Clerk 
Typist, Accounting Office 
MR. I!JlWm PATTON, R~frigeration 
Mechanic, Physi cal Plant 
MS. NORMA SOARES, Fiscal Clerk, 
Purchasing 
MR. GLENN VEKEMAN , Senior Main ,-
tellance Technician, Physica l Plant 
. I 
What's News, Monday, September 14, 1992-Page 5 
New initiative keeps RIC and Grove Ave. partnerships growing 
The power of persuasion wasn't neces-
sary last week to entice students who 
gathered in the Horace Mann building to 
listen to how they could become a part of 
the "Grove Avenue Elementary School 
experience" from several Rhode Island 
College officials and the school's princi-
pal. 
They were convinced from the start that 
joining the "extended family" of teach-
ers, administrators, community and busi-
ness members, parents and other RIC 
students and faculty who have fostered a 
special relationship with the K-6th 
graders at the East Providence school, 
was right up their ally. 
Even so, they listened politely as Presi-
dent John Nazarian related his own expe-
riences with the multi-ethnic Grove 
Avenue student body. 
"It's a great climate," the president 
said. 'When I visited, I discovered that 
the students were so eager ... so uninhibit-
ed. One young student came up to me and 
said, 'Hello, my name's Jeremy. What's 
yours?"' 
Encouraging the RIC recruits to partici-
pate in the proposed afterschool tutoring 
and mentoring program, President 
Nazarian said, "Helping others makes 
you feel good. When you share things 
with others you come away with a lot of 
satisfaction. It's a great reward you can 
appreciate.'' 
The president was referring to a spe-
cially designed program that matches RIC 
students who are residents of East Provi-
dence with a seventh grader who attended 
Grove Avenue last year. The idea is to 
keep the elementary school graduates in-
volved in - what has become - one of 
the state's most creative educational initi-
atives in teaching children to enjoy learn-
ing and to believe in themselves, and to 
align the youngsters with college students 
who live in their community. 
by Clare Eckert 
CONNECTED: School officials and RIC students who gathered in Horace Mann to 
hear more about the 'Grove Avenue Elementary School experience' are (seated bot-
tom) Cynthia Lawson, Dawn Pearson and RIC Professor of Education Patricia 
Lyons. (Left to right) RIC Director of Clinical Experiences Susan Schenck, Diane 
Santos, Grove Avenue Elementary School principal, Sherri Taylor and Graig 
Brearley. 
The evolution of what has become 
known as "the Grove Avenue Elementary 
School experience'' - a partnership be-
tween RIC and Grove Avenue educators 
- goes back two years. The outcome of 
the project has been the development of a 
site-based management school system, a 
positive action program of educational 
methods, a child and learner-centered at-
mosphere and a successful breakdown of 
barriers that can impede the general well-
being of children educationally, emotion-
ally and psychologically. 
This latest aspect of reaching out to 
RIC students who live in East P.rovidence 
stems from "a need to keep a connec-
tion" with the Grove Avenue students 
who left last year, said RIC Professor of 
Education Patricia Lyons, who is the liai-
son between the two institutions. 
'We can't let our kids go," she said, 
explaining to her audience that the re-
quirement to participate is one hour per 
week to ''help a student with homework 
and to be role models'' for the young-
sters. 
Grove Avenue school principal Diane 
E. Santos said, "The reality is that mov-
ing into the junior high school environ-
ment is a very insecure time. Kids are 
reluctant to express how they're feeling." 
' You can help. Thu can 
give them friendship and a 
sense of self. ' 
Referring to the RIC students, Santos 
said, "You can help. You can give them 
friendship and a sense of self.'' 
She talked about the "wonderful rela-
tionships with other RIC students" that 
have resulted over the years and said, 
"Our students really like their college 
teachers. And we know that every kid can 
flouish when an adult takes an in-
terest. "(There are about 150 RIC students 
participating in one capacity or another at 
the elementary school.) 
By the participation of the RIC recruits, 
Santos said, 'We can continue to provide 
support for the kids.'' 
If you are or know of a RIC student 
who lives in East Providence and feels 
like Cynthia Lawson - a member of the 
group who attended the informational ses-
sion - who afterwards saiq, "I think it's 
a great idea. Junior high school is not as 
one-on-one (as elementary school). It will 
be comforting for them to go back," -
then call the Department of Education 
and Human Development: at 456-8016. 
Ask for Susan J. Schneck, director of 
clinical experiences, who like the grow-
ing number of the RIC community, is part 
of this "extended family." 
-- Second year for 'Kit and Ka boodle' will focus on training 
The "whole kit and kaboodle" science 
program has received a second year of fi-
nancing from the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Math and Science Education Fund. The 
money will be used to develop· a new 
graduate level education course to be of-
fered in the Summer of 1993. 
The 'Whole Kit and Kaboodle." prer 
gram was developed through the efforts of 
MacGregor Kniseley of Rhode Island 
College's elementary education depart-
ment. It gives elementary school students 
"hands on" experience with science 
problems while exposing them to Ameri-
can Indian culture. 
The program is based on the natural 
materials Native Americans used in daily 
life. Included in the kit are items such as 
jaw bones from deer, porcupine quills, 
and skunk pelts. Also included is a film-
strip on "Native People's Uses of Plants, 
Animals, and Rocks,'' a food chain card 
game, a mineral collection, and a "lotto" 
game. 
Interdisciplinary curriculum figures 
heavily into the kit's focus. The 'Whole 
Kit and Ka boodle" can be used in con-
junction with math and social studies les-
sons. 'We feel strongly that children 
should experience integrated learning: 
that's the way life is," Kniseley said. 
"If you take a child for a walk, the child 
doesn't spend 45 minutes looking at 
plants, 45 minutes looking at rocks, and 
45 minutes looking at animals. He sees it 
all at once." 
An assistant professor in the eleroentary 
education department, Kniseley spent the 
1991-1992 school year working with three 
elementary school teachers to prepare and 
distribute the science kits which make up 
the heart of the program. Twenty-four 
teachers used the kits in the first year of 
the program. 
) 
by Cynthia W. DeMaio 
KIT AND KABOODLE: Amanda Brown of North Scituate Elementary School works 
with students using 'fhe Whole Kit and Kaboodle' created by RIC professor Mac-
Gregor Kniseley. Students are (clockwise) James Barchi, Andrew Mignacca, Erica 
Hoffman and Jennifer Hourigan, who are now fifth graders. (File photo.) 
While the program was very well 
received by teachers, they felt they needed 
more initial training in use of the kit. 
"Through feedback from teachers and the 
project's advisory group, we began to re-
alize there is a need for additional training 
of teachers.'' Training in the first year 
was limited to a six-hour workshop and a 
two-hour follow-up discussion midway 
through the program. 
Kniseley will dedicate the 1992-1993 
school year to developing curriculum on 
the use of the kit. The resulting 3-credit 
course will explain how to use the experi-
ments and the information in the kit. Fac-
ulty lecturers from such diverse 
departments on campus as elementary 
eduction, physical science, biology, an-
thropology, and mathematics will speak 
in cla·ss. Other speakers will include 
members of the Wampanoag and Nar-
ragansett Indian Tribes and specialists in 
math, science and literacy from the RI 
State Department of Education. 
"As the world has become more spe-
cialized, lines have developed between the 
disciplines. Now there is a movement 
towards various departments working ter 
gether," Kniseley said. 
An important feature of 'Whole Kit 
and Kaboodle" program is its orientation 
toward "under-represented groups" in 
science such as females and minorities. 
Through hands-on experiences, such as 
building arrows that work, students of all 
abilities have the chance to experience 
science. 
Students are enthusiastic about the kit. 
In a letter from the Whiteknact Elementa-
ry School in East Providence, youngsters 
said: 'We had fun studying the lessons in 
'the Whole Kit and Kaboodle.' We made 
a baggy garden. Only the com grew. We 
wondered why the beans did not ger-
minate. Ms. Jacobson's baggy garden was 
an example of death and decay because 
she did not water her seeds." 
Twenty-four slots will be available for 
the course, which will be taught at RIC in 
the Summer 1993 session. Elementary 
school teachers and specialists who are 
interested in applying should contact Dr. 
MacGregor Kniseley at Rhode Island 
College, 456-8559 or 456-8016. 
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Prof. emeritus writes memoirs of 'his war' for grandchildren -
Left on the battlefield wounded and alone 
Wounded and left on the battlefield in 
northern France in 1944 - just days 
before the last great German offensive, 
the Battle of the Bulge - Rhcxle Island 
College Professor Emeritus Robert F. 
Steward of North Providence remembers 
it well. 
On Sept. 15-20 he will attend the annual 
reunion of his 87th Infantry Division in 
Toledo, Ohio, to be with the "13 or 14 
guys left from the original company" who 
had abandoned him 48 years ago. 
This will be the third reunion of the 
87th which he's attended since he first 
heard about these gatherings in 1988, 
and he's sure they '11 reminisce again 
about "how green we all were on THAT 
day." 
First taste of battle 
It was to be the 87th's first taste of bat-
tle on that Dec. 11, having completed its 
training and having been deposited on the 
French coast at LeHavre a few days before 
and exactly 175 days after the Normandy 
Invasion of the European continent on D-
Day. 
World War I vintage freight cars 
transported them to the forthcoming battle 
site, near the town of Metz. 
Then, on foot, they slogged through the 
countryside in alternate snow and rain. 
'We could hear the small arms fire and 
noise of battle." 
In a small village "we were ordered to 
take cover in the houses, so our platoon 
went into one (where they) ate K-rations 
and tried to sleep. 
'The noise and excitement kept some of 
the guys awake, but I was so pooped that 
I went into a sound sleep. 
''The next thing I knew I was being 
kicked awake very early in the morning. 
The (rest of the) platoon was already out-
side. At dawn we walked out of the village 
toward the east We spread out fairly well 
as we followed a ridge, dropping down a 
railroad cut to cross the tracks and contin-
ue along the ridge. 
'' Each time we stoppecl we were sup-
posed to dig in. We were pretty exposed 
so we needed no encouragment. When we 
moved a little dirt, the hole collected 
water. Ugh! 
"As we moyed (again) we came under 
machine gun fire frpm a pillbox on the 
Maginot Line.'' 
Hours passed. And then "German 
tanks rumbled over the ridge right in front 
of us,'' recalls Steward. 
Shells falling all over 
The pounding they received from the 
German tanks was fierce with "88 milli-
meter shells falling all over the place.'' 
A shell hit four or five feet to Private 
First Class Steward's left, explcxlirig and 
peppering him with small fragments "all 
the way down my left side." 
"I can still hear the fragments 
ricocheting off my hehnet," he says in his 
memoirs, 'World War II As I Remember 
It: My War, 1943 -1945," which he has 
written for his grandchildren. 
by George LaTour 
' Come on! Talk to me!' he shouted. 
' Don 't shoot!' 
G.l BOB STEWARD in 1944. 
"I found myself lying on my back (in 
the thick mud). I rolled over thinking that 
the next shell will hit in the middle of my 
back. You try to shrivel up as much as 
possible." 
Another . shell hit about the same dis-
tance away from him, again peppering 
him with fragments. 
"Now, I was absolutely sure that the 
next one would hit right on me. J felt that 
my back was two yards long and two yards 
wide." 
"I ·had fragments in my left hand, left 
upper arm ( which had been covering his 
face), left shoulder, left side of my pelvis, 
left thigh, below the left knee and the left 
fo~t. I lost all feeling and use of my left 
a~ and left leg, so I was not hurting." 
Alone on the field 
After the shelling began to let up to 
"one shell every couple of minutes, Ser-
geant Hanson called, 'Everybody, take 
off!' The guy next to me, my ammunition 
carrier, asked if I could come. I said, 'I 
can't walk.' He told the sergeant. 
"Sergeant Hanson said, 'Take off, 
anyway.' That was the last word that I 
heard from my company," relates Stew-
ard. 
"By this time, it was getting pretty 
dark. The shelling stopped. I could not 
see if others were left near me, alive or 
dead. I called for the medics a few times, 
hoping they would be sent to find me, 
even though it was dark. I did not know 
how close the enemy was or whether they 
were advancing, so I quit calling. I did not 
want them to pick me up. 
"It took a long time for it to sink in that 
no one was coming. 
"I had a lot of close buddies in the pla-
toon. I really could not believe what hap-
pened. I knew that at the time that I was 
left in that field everybody was scared to 
death and inexperienced. 
"Nevertheless, it took almost 10 years 
for me to get over the bitterness of being 
left there that way,'' says Steward. 
' I found myself lying 
on my back. I rolled 
over thinking that the 
next shell will hit in 
the middle of my 
back. You try to 
shrivel up as much 
as possible. ' 
Not like on TV 
Now• in gocxl health, married to Nina 
Porcella of Cranford, N.J., with two 
children and four grandchildren, and hav-
ing retired as a professor of mathematics 
from RIC, Steward undertook the writing 
of the recollections of "his war" to "let 
the kids know - it was not like on TV. " 
He would encourage other World War 
II vets to do the same for the benefit of to-
day's youngsters for whom World War II 
is merely something that happened a long 
time ago in far-away places - something 
they might only study in history books or 
view through the heroics displayed in old 
movies on television. 
Since the treatment of the war in most 
history books tends to be "rather sterile," 
Steward feels, he was pleased when RIC 
colleague Norman W. Smith of North 
Scituate, a professor ofhistory, began re-
ferring to Steward's memoirs in one of his 
military history courses. 
Since Steward wrote it for his grand-
children, "there are no 'F' words in it 
even though that's how the guys talked," 
Steward notes. 
But, his description is vivid. Recalled 
to mind and related in 35 pages of single-
spaced !)'pe, it captures the essense of that. 
time and place and his own experiences as 
though it all happened yesterday. 
No mood to give up 
Lying in the mud with rain and sleet 
falling as darkness approached, Steward 
edged his Wa'f along plowed strips of earth 
to a pile of manure six or seven inches 
high which was laying in the field. 
He could feel the warmth generated by 
the decomposing manure and pulled him-
self on top of it for some warmth and to 
let the rain drain away from him. 
'This raised my spirits. I was in no 
mood to give up." 
He took two grenades and extra ammo 
clips he had for his rifle and layed them 
on his right side "really missing the point 
that they were no use to me since I could 
not use my left arm at all." 
"During this time I remembered that I 
should take my sulfur pills. I was very 
lucky that I put them in my lefthand shirt 
pocket instead of where they were suppos-
ed to be, in the first-aid pouch whei;e I 
could not have reached them. My canteen 
was on the right side of my cartridge belt 
at the back, so I could get a little water to 
wash down the pills (which later were at-
tributed to having staved off infection)." 
He slept, awoke and then drifted off 
again throughout the night. Doctors told 
him later, he probably had been uncon-
scious some of the time. 
At first light 
At first light, Steward heard the drone 
of tank motors again. The rain had 
stopped. 
"I could not tell if the tanks were com-
ing from the west or the east. Did the 
Germans by-pass ~e during the night and 
were they on their ,way back? I could hear 
the tanks a long time before I could see 
them to identify them. I felt so damned 
helpless. I realized that I could do nothing 
anyway,'' he writes. 
"Finally, it seemed like an eternity, I 
saw the 90mm cannon and turret of a 
U.S. tank coming toward me." 
When it was about 100 yards away, the 
crew inside apparently spotted him, but 
not knowing if he was friend or foe, "the 
cannon swung around so that it was point-
ed directly at me" and the tank continued 
to within 30 yards of him. 
A second tank pulled up and did the 
same. 
The rest of the tank line "with five or 
six men hanging on the backs of most of 
them'' stopped behind. 
"I really couldn't believe that after this 
long night I would be blown up by my 
own forces,'' relates Steward. He grabbed 
his helmet and waved it at them, yelling 
"Brooklyn Dodgers, New York Yankees, 
Chicago Cubs'' in hopes he would con-
vince them on whose side he was before 
they blew him to Kingdom Come! 
"Come on! Tulk to me!" he shouted. 
"Don't shoot!" 
Steward had to wait severaf agoruzmg 
minutes for the hatch on the turret of the 
first tank to open. 
A 2nd lieutenant climbed out of the 
tank and approached with his . 45-calibre 
pistol pointed at the mud-covered, wet, 
cold and wounded soldier lymg in the 
field. 
"He asked, What are you doing here?' 
I thought that was a pretty dumb question 
since I was half covered with blood and 
could not even sit up." 
Steward says he tried to answer the 
lieutenant's question ''without too much 
swearing.', 
'Where is your outfit now?" the lieute-
nant asked. 
"Back in that town that you left two or 
three hours ago," Steward replied. 
I • l • •. 
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Throughout the · 
academic year, 
you 'll get to 
know several 




Please feel free 
to call us if you 
have a sugges-
tion or idea. 
Clare Eckert 
PROFESSOR EMERITUS Robert Steward today with his World War II scrapbook and battle-
won medals. (ITTzat's News Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 
"In an almost falsetto voice he said, 
'You mean that there's no infantry out in 
front of us'?!?" 
As the hatch closed 
The officer trotted back to his tank, 
calling over his shoulder that he would 
send a medic to Steward. "As the hatch 
closed the tanks revyed up and the line 
passed me going to the east. " 
The last vehicle in that armored line 
was a light tank with a red cross marking. 
Two medics jumped out. 
They put him on a stretcher and lifted 
him onto the tank just behind the turret. 
One of the medics knelt over Steward with 
his knee on Steward's stomach to help 
hold him as the tank "took off at a good 
speed over the fields I had walked the pre-
vious day. "· 
Steward was saved. 
He was taken first to a small church 
where all the pews had been taken out and 
casualities on stretchers put on the floor. 
He was given his first blood plasma 
transfusion, and then taken to a hospital 
where he withstood an operation 'that 
lasted almost eight hours . 
Within a few days, despite a cast on hls 
left leg up to and around his waist and 
another on his left arm and shoulder, he 
made the effort to hand-write a letter to 
his parents. 
They received it the first week in 
January, a week before they received a 
telegram from the Army informing them 
their son was missing in action. 
"I was very glad that I had made the ef-
fort to write that V-Mail letttr!" says 
Steward, explaining that he learned later 
that his Dad then had sent a telegram back 
to the Army informing them that they had 
heard from their son, who was hospital-
ized and not an MIA. 
Steward, while hospitalized for nine 
months, was awarded a Purple Heart 
medal for having been wounded in battle. 
A postscript 
Steward learned that about two months 
after his being wounded and left in the 
field by his fr~ightened and inexperienced 
comrades ( under the orders of Sergeant 
Hanson), tl1e sergeant was shot in the face 
by a sniper and killed. 
"Some of the men that went on with the 
platoon have since told me that Bob Han-
son was well respected," Steward tells his 
grandchildren in his memoirs. 
Steward and Hansoc. both had been 
casualities of war. 
After his discharge from the military on 
August 23, 1945, Steward returned to 
Wheaton College on the G.I. Bill, even-
tually earned his Ph.D. in mathematics, 
joined the RIC faculty in 1%3 and retired 
1987. . 
In 1988, he joined the 87th Infantry Di-
vision Association and soon was in touch 
with members of his former E Company. 
Steward reports that last year a member 
of his platoon, George Meyer, told him 
that as far as he knew, the platoon "never 
left another person in the field'' and the 
fact that he had left Private Steward there 
"has been on his conscience for the past 
47 years." 
"He hoped that someday he would see 
me again. That has happened and we have 
renewed our friendship.'' writes Steward 
m the memoirs of "his war." 
* TAVIANI 
(continued from page 1) 
Museum of the Right for Freedom in 
Rome, president of the National Scientific 
Commission for the Celebrations of the 
Fifth Centenary of the Discovery of 
America, and director of the political stu-
dies review publication, "Civitas. '' 
Since 1931, while a student at the Uni-
versity of Genoa, Senator Traviani has de-
voted his life - not given over to active 
politics and public service - to the study 
of Columbus. 
In addition to numerous books on 
economic and political theory, Senator 
Taviani is the author of Cristoforo Col-
mbo, la genesi della grande scoperta 
(Christopher Columbus, the Genesis of 
the Great Discovery; 1974) and / Viaggi di 
Colombo (fhe Voyages of Columbus; 
1984). 
Perhaps more interesting is that Senator 
Taviani - in writing the legacy of Colum-
bus' journey to the New World - retrac-
ed every one of Columbus' voyages. 
Modestly, Taviani has been quoted as 
saying, "I am the only Columbus scholar 
who has been to all the places visited by 
Columbus. But it's the jet plane, not I, 
that deserves the credit ... " 
Equipped with anecdotes about the life 
of Columbus and the great voyager's ad-
ventures, Taviani is considered the great-
est living scholar of Columbus, both in 
his home country and abroad. 
The community is invited to attend a re-
ception in honor of Senator Tuviani fol-
lowing the convocation. 
Members of the Quincentennial Celebrdtion 
1m0 have worked on organizing the year-long 
schedule of lectures,films and workshops are: 
Carmela E. Santoro, professor emerita of 
history and secondary education; Dix S. 
Coons, associate professor of modem lan-
guages, Marlene Lopes, head of Special Col-
lections for Adams Library; Meradith 
McMunn, professor of English; E. Pierre 
Morenon, associate professor of anthropology 
and director of the Public Archaeology Pro-
gram; Commendatore Joseph Muratore, RIC 
Foundation member; Philip Palombo , assist-
ant professor of communications; Norman 
Pyle, associate professor of history and Col-
lege Chaplain Gail Wheelock . 
ADA· 
The federal government estimates that 
13 million Americans are disabled in one 
way or another. Sixty-seven percent of 
these individuals are unable to work be-
cause of inaccessible worksites, employ-
ment discrimination or lack of services 
available. to meet their needs in the work-
place. 
After years of lobbying efforts by spe-
cial interest groups to change attitudes 
and practices of American businesses and 
state and local government agencies, the 
federal government signed into law on Ju-
ly i6, 1990, The Americans With Disabil-
ities Act (ADA), Public Law 101-336, 
which manda~s sweeping reforms to 
"remove barriers to employment and 
services for persons with <liabilities.'' 
James R. · Cornelison, Rhode Island 
College assistant vice president for ad-
ministration, who is heading the Col-
lege's ADA compliance efforts, says the 
text of the law can be cumbersome and 
may seem elaborate, "but all in all, it's 
simply the right thing to do.'' 
Qjtincentennia{ Ce{e6ration 
The Age of Exploration and the Merging of European 
Culture In the Western Hemisphere 
Septemoer 1992 
Columbus Lecture Series 
Library Exhibit: Display of Columbus memora-
bilkl from the collection of Commendatore Joseph 
R. Muratore. Month of September. 
Tuesday, September 8 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The Lure of the East in 14th-and 
15th-Century Europe, " by Professor Emeritus 
Lea Williams, Department of History, Brown 
University. 
Wednesday, September 16 
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Modern 
Languages Lounge, Craig-Lee 102 
1492: Portrait in Music. Hi~•oric video drama of 
great events of the era as seen through the 
eyes of Columbus. This drama is portrayed 
through important works of art and music. 
Thursday, September 17 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "History of Marine Sdence with 
Reference to the Portuguese, " by Professor 
Robert Cembrola, Curator, Naval War College. 
Monday, September 21 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The New World Described in Maps, 
1492-1800," by Professor Susan Danforth, 
Curator of Maps and Prints, John Carte~ Brown 
Library. le 
'\ 
Wednesday, Septejjfber 23 
12:30 p.m., Cralg-L e 102 
Lecture: "Central America: The Maya," by 
Assistant Professor OJga Juzyn-Amestoy, 
Department of Modem Languages, Rhode 
Island College. "1 
Video: The Popol Vuh~ The Mayan Book of the 
Dead. '.X 
Monday, September•28 
12:30 p.m., Alumni tounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "Myth: The Fatal Attraction for Western 
Explorers," by Associate Professor Norman 
Pyle, Department of History, Rhode Island 
College. 
Tuesday, September 29 
3:00 p.m., Gaige Auditorium 
Honorary degree awarded to Senator Paolo 
Emilio Tavianl Vice President for Ufe of the 
Senate of the Republic of Italy. 
Octooer 1992 
Aftermath of 1492, Both in the 
Old World and New World 
Library Exhibit: "America in 1492." Month of 
October. 
Wednesday, October 7 
12:30-2:00 p.m., Gaige Auditorium 
Lecture: "Beyond Columbus-The Future of U.S.-
Caribbean Relations," by Juan Bosch, former 
president of the Dominican Republic. 
October 13-15 
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Modern 
Languages Lounge, Craig-Lee 102 
Film: Barroco. A visual and musical tour 
through the cultural history of Latin America 
and the Caribbean; showing the emergence of 
a distinctly Latin American identity through 
the synthesis of African, Mayan, Aztec, and 
Spanish cultures. 
Tuesday, October 13 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The European Discovery of the West-
em Hemisphere and the Progress of Science," by 
Professor J. Morton Briggs, Department of His-
tory, University of Rhode Island. 
Monday, October 19 
8:15 p.m., Roberts Auditorium 
Rhode Island College Symphony Orchestra. 
Michael Boriskin, Piano 
Edward Markward, Conductor 
Rashed- Fanfare for a New Age (world 
premiere) 
Gershwin- Rhapsody in Blue 
Dvorak-Symphony No. 9. (From the New 
World) 
Tuesday, October 20 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: Hfuropean Rivalries and New World Em-
pires," by Professor Philip Benedict, Depart-
ment of History, Brown University. 
Wednesday, October 21 
1 :00 p.m., Roberts 138 
Musical Recital: Toby Grisanzio, Lyric Soprano. 
A program featuring Italian and Spanish classi-
cal music by this New York artist who studied 
voice at Barnard College, Fordham University, 
and for four years in Italy. 
Wednesday, October 28 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The Organic Exchange with the New 
World: From Microbes to Potatoes," by Ellen 
Messer, World Hunger Program, Brown 
University. 
Wednesday, October 28 
1 :00 p.m., Roberts 138 
The New World Chamber Ensemble. Works by 
American composers, including a work com-
missioned for this occasion by Gwyneth 
Walker called New World Dances. 
9{pvem6er 1992 
Tuesday, November 10 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The 'Black Legend' Revisited," by 
Associate Professor Dix Coons, Department of 
Modern Languages, Rhode Island College. 
Tuesday, November 17 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The Christopher Columbus Landfall 
Controversy,,, by Physical Oceanographer Phil 
Richardson, Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution. 
Wednesday, November 18 
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Modern Lan-
guages Lounge, Craig-Lee 102 
Film: The Mission 
'1Jecem6er 1992 
Tuesday, December 8 
12:30 p.m., Alumni Lounge, Roberts 
Lecture: "The New World and the African 
Diaspora,,, by Professor Robert Weisbord, 
University of Rhode Island. 
' simply the right thing to do' 
by Clare Eckert 
He said that when questions are asked 
about an agency's or business' compli-
ance to the ADA, "common sense should 
prevail, along with a demonstrated effort 
on the part of the organization to provide 
equal access to jobs, worksites lor services 
to all people on the same level. " 
''The best way to understand the needs 
of the disabled is to ask," he said. ''You'll 
discover that in meeting one individual's 
need you're probably meeting 
another's." 
Fortunately, he said, the administra-
tion's on going effort to ensure that the 
campus buildings were in compliance 
with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 gave 
him a ready-made document to work with 
in identifying areas which required fur-
ther planning. 
Doorways, pathways, bathroom acces-
sibility, bathroom mirror placement, 
classroom and office doorways and 
handles are all among the areas the Col-
lege is re-examining. 
' The best way to understand the needs of 
the disabled is to ask. ' 
Cornelison has been working with indi-
viduals and groups on campus since 
spring to consider what changes the facili-
ties need, what services or equipment the 
College would require and to make the 
campus community aware df the ADA 
regulations. 
"Much of the work, like lowering sinks 
or heightening toilets, we can do through 
our physical plant,'' Cornelison said. 
'We're plugging away now and we'll con-
tinue with the projects until they're com-
pletely in line with all the required 
codes." 
The College is looking to purchase 
more listening devices, large printers, 
phonic ears and other necessary items as 
well, Cornelison said. 
"It will cost money and will take 
time," he said. "But the outcome will be 
that the College will be able to service so 
many more people. That's the positive 
side and one we're looking forward to." 
Cornelison has attended several work-
shops and seminars on the law and how it 
affects RIC. He plans on sharing his 
knowledge as the year moves along. by 
meeting with administrators, faculty and 
student leaders. 
He encourages individuals to contact 
him for information. "The more people. 
understand about equal opportunity and 
equal access for our community, the bet-
ter we all become.'' Cornelison can be 
reached at 456-8200. 
Student Film Society 
fall schedule 
The Student Film Society announces its 
fall 1992 schedule. All showings are on 
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. in the Student 
Union Ballroom. Admission is $1 with a 
RIC I.D. or $2 without a RIC I.D. Fund-
ing for the films is provided by the Provi-
dence Performing and Fine Arts 
Commission. Film presentations are as 
follows: 
September 16 - The Commitments: 
"The Commitments" are a working-Irish 
band determined to bring soul music to 
Dublin. The film stars Robert Arkins, 
Michael Aheme, and Angeline Ball. 
September 23 - Heathers: This is a 
black-comedy shocker that tells of a high-
school "in" crowd and the detrimental ef-
fects of being popular. Stars are Winona 
Ryder, Christian Slater, and Shannen Do-
herty. 
September 30 - The Grifters: John 
Cusack, Anjelica Huston, and Annette 
Bening star in this adaptation of Jim 
Thompson's noir novel. Grifters are con-
artists and this film focuses on the com-
plex and murderous relationship between 
three of them. 
October 7 - This Is Spinal Tap: The leg-
endary supergroup Spinal Tap goes on 
tour in this wickedly satirical "rockumen-
tary" which is written by and stars Rob 
Reiner. 
October 14 - My Own Private Idaho: 
River Phoenix and Keanu Reeves star in 
this tragic story of two male prostitutes. 
October 21 - Cinema Paradiso: This 
Italian film is a nostalgic voyage into the 
wonders and mystery of the cinema. 
October 28 - Naked Lunch: This is not 
a film adaptation of William S. Bur-
roughs' novel of addiction but rather it is 
about Burroughs' experiences in writing 
the cult classic. The film features Peter 
Weller, Judy Davis, Ian Holm, Julian 
Sands, and Roy Scheider. 
November 4 - Blue Velvet: A comedy 
about small-town life and the sordid cor-
ruption that lies beneath. The film stars 
Kyle MacLacblan, Laura Dem, Isabella 
Rosellini, and Dennis Hopper. 
December 2 - Dead Again: A story-
within-a-story about murder, love, pas-
sion, and reincarnation starring Kenneth 
Branagb, Emma Thompson, and Andy 
Garcia. 
December 9 - Edward Scissorbands: A 
dark fairy-tale about non-conformity. 
Johnny Depp is "Edward Scissorhands". 
Foundation 
concert Oct. 24 
The Rhode Island College Foundation 
presents its second annual . concert, 'A · 
Special Evening of Entertainment,' fea-
turing The American Band and David 
Coury and Friends, Saturday, Oct. 24, at 
8 p.m. in Roberts Auditorium. Proceeds 
from the concert will benefit the Thomas 
R. Pezzullo Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
Prior to the musical performance, a 
Bistro with champagne and hors d' oevres 
bas been organized for those holding 
patron tickets for $35. Limited tickets are 
available and can be reserved through the 
· Development Office at 456-8105. 
Tickets for the concert only are $15 per 
person and $4 for students with a RIC ID. 
Tickets will be available Oct. 7 through 
the Box Office, Roberts Hall, 456-8144. 
Next issue of 
What's News 
is Monday, Sept. 28, 
DEADLINE 
for copy, photos, etc. is noon, 
Friday, Sept. 18. 
* .LABOR 
(continued fro~ page 1) 
Representatives from Harvard Univer-
sity's Center for European Labor Studies 
and from Brown University, the State 
University of New York, Drew Universi-
ty, Smith College, the University of 
Massachusetts, the Rhode Island School 
of Design and RIC, as well as Rhode 
Island community organiz.ers, are includ-
ed. 
Topics include "Multiculturalism and 
Labor Education,'' "Reflections on Latin 
American Labor Movements," "Nursing 
and Occupational Safety and Health," 
"Negotiating the Future: Economic De-
mocracy and Enterprise Compacts," 
"Labor and Radicalism in 19th-Century 
America," "The European Labor Move-
ments at Century's End" and "Com-
munity Organizing and Minority 
Workers." . 
Arrangements also have been made for 
t\\U regional labor conferences to take 
place at RIC during the program: the Uni-
versity and College Labor Education As-
sociation and the New England Historical 
Association. 
Photojournalist Earl Dotter's images, 
described as "gritty, incisive, black-and-
white photos ... with views of fellow 
Americans working out their lives in 
mills, mines and fields" will be on exhib-
it in the gallery Oct. 1-29. 
Dotter's photographs were used to in-
fluence OSHA legislation regarding con-
ditions in the American workplace, notes 
Dean Richard R. Weiner of the RIC Fac-
ulty of Arts and Sciences. 
The photo exhibit is being supported 
through the departments of art, history, 
communications/theatre, and the Labor 
Studies Program with additional support 
by Dean Weiner, the College Lectures 
Committee and the Institute for Labor 
Studies and Research. 
Exhibition curators are Robert Cvor-
nyek of the history department and 
Lawrence Sykes of the art department. 
Earl Dotter' s photos 
are ' gritty and inci-
sive' with their views 
of fellow Americans 
working out their 
lives in mills, mines 
and fields. 
A slide presentation by Dotter -
"Images as History: A Worker's Life in 
Mine and Mill'' - will open the program 
at 1 p.m. on Oct. 1 in Bannister Gallery. 
A program entitled "Songs of the 
Workers,'' hosted by Rick Brooks of the 
Institute for Labor Studies and Research 
and featuring local folks singers is set in 
Bannister from 4 to 5 p.m. with a recep-
tion for Dotter from 5 to 7. 
The photo exhibit is free and open to 
the public as are all the events in the 
month-long program. A complete list fol-
lows. 
The labor program continues for the se-
cond year the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences' efforts at addressing - through 
utilization of the College's resources -
"some pressing social and cultural 
issue,'' according to Dean Weiner. 
The first such program last fall brought 
the first American showing of "The 
Worth of the Human Being" exhibit, a 
look at German medicine, public health 
and ethics from 1918-1945. The exhibit 
was later shown in several American 
cities, including Boston and Los Angeles, 
and in Toronto, Canada. 
Weiner reports that some 1,300 people 
viewed the exhibit in Bannister Gallery 
where this year's program is centered. 
For further program information, call 
456-8106; for exhibit information, 456-
9765. 
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COAL MINER at the mine mouth in Logan County, West Virginia. Fhoto by Earl 
Dotter. 
Schedule of Events 
October 1 -
I-2:30 p.m., Bannister Gallery 
"Images as History: A Worker's Life in 
Mine and Mill.'' SJ.4ie presentation by 
Earl Dotter. Moderator: Lawrence Sykes, 
RIC. I; 
JI 
4-5 p.m., Bannister Qallery 
"Songs of the Workers." Hosted by Rick 
Brooks of the Institute for Labor Studies 
and Research with local folk singers. 
5-7 p.m., Bannister Gallery 
Earl Dotter: Photographs. Artist's recep-
tion. 
October 2 -
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., 128 Clarke Science 
University and College Labor Education 
Association regional conference, "Multi-
culturalism and Labor Education.'' Key-
note address by Jacqueline Jones, 
Brandeis University. 
October 3 -
9 a.m.-Noon, 128 Clarke Science 
Conference continues. 
October 7 -
12:30-2 p.m., Mann Hall 
Juan Bosch presents "Reflections on 
Latin American Labor Movements." 
Moderator: Rodrigo Carraminana, RIC. 
October 8 -
7 p.m., Bannister Gallery 
Film: American Dream. Directed by Bar-
bara Kopple and Bill Davis (1991). Dis-
cussion by Rhode Island labor 
community. Moderator: Chuck Schwartz, 
Institute for Labor Studies and Research. 
October 14 -
12:30-2 p.m., 050 Fogarty Life Science 
"Nursing and Occupational Safety and 
Health." Moderator: Patricia Thomas, 
RIC. 
7 p.m., Bannister Gallery 
Film: Out of Darkness: The Mine 
Ubrkers' Story. Directed by Barbara Kop-
ple (1990). 
October 15 -
2-4 p.m., Gaige Hall auditorium 
Barry Bluestone presents "Negotiating 
the Future: Economic Democracy and 
Enterprise Compacts." Panel discussion 
with Paul Buble, Rhode Island School of 
Design, and John McDermott, professor 
emeritus, State University of New York 
(Old Westbury). Moderator: David Har-
ris, RIC. 
October 17 -
9 a.m.-Noon, site to be announced 
New England Historical Association con-
ference. "Labor and Radicalism in 19th-
Century America."' Session includes 
Scott Molloy, University of Rhode 
Island; Timothy Fullop, Drew University, 
and Robert Wier, Smith College. Moder-
ator: Milton Cantor, University of 
Massachusetts (Amherst). 
October 20 -
Film: People on Sunday. Directed by Bil-
ly Wilder and Fred Zinnemann (1929). 
October ·22 -
2-4 p.m., Gaige Hall auditorium 
'"The European Labor Movements at 
Century's End." Panel discussion with 
George Ross from Brandeis University, 
representatives from Brown University, 
the Center for European Labor Studies at 
Harvard University, and RIC. Modera-
tor: Richard Weiner, RIC. 
October 26 -
Film: Mother Krausen 's Ride to Happi-
ness. Directed by Piel Juizi (1929). 
October 27 -
7-9 p.m., Student Union ballroom 
"Community Organizing and Minority 
Workers.'' Panel discussion with Rhode 
Island community organizers. Moderator: 
Robert Cvomyek, RIC. 
October 30 -
4 p.m., Roberts Recital Hall 
"Music on the Theme of Labor." John 
Sumerlin and friends. 
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* FACULTY 
(continued from page 1) 
"I have known Elaine for a long time 
now," wrote a former student, "and 
would truthfully say that of all the pro-
fessors I have had, both in undergraduate 
and in medical school, she has been the 
most inspiring to me." 
Another student wrote that ''she made 
us think and work like true professional 
scientists," and '.'she motivates students 
to go beyond what we expect of ourselves 
and helps us to achieve great things." 
"Apparently, those expectations are 
well received," noted Dean Weiner, who 
went on to report that "Elaine's students 
are doing great things, dozens having 
gone on to graduate programs in chemis-
try, medical schools, dental schools and 
other professional programs.'' 
Magyar is a chemistry graduate (with 
high honors) of Mount Holyoke College 
and holds a Ph.D. in chemistry from 
Northwestern University. 
She served as an instructor at North-
western from 1972-73 and later as an ad-
junct assistant professor at Brandeis 
University before joining the RIC faculty. 
She has had published or presented 
nearly 50 professional papers, been 
awarded .numerous grants for scholarly 
activity, and has been the recipient of the 
Louisa Stone Stevenson Prize in Chemis-
try and the Bernice McLean Prize in Biol-
ogy, among others. 
Magyar holds membership in a number 
of professional and honor societies, in-
cluding the American Chemical Society 
and the American Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science. She has been ac-
tive as a science fair organizer and judge 
and has given science demonstrations at 
many local schools. 
Curtis K. Lafollette 
LaFollette was cited for his "outstand-
ing record" of local, regional, national 
and international shows and for his "ma-
·jor influence'' in the· area of design and _ 
fabrication in metals through exhibiting 
his work, publishing, giving workshops, 
organizing exhibitions: serving as a 
visiting artist and as an advisor -to artist 
societies. • · 
CURTIS LaFOLLETTE 
His work is part of the collections of the 
Art Institute of Chicago, Clark Universi-
ty, the Dioceses of Worcester and 
Pittsburgh, the Met Toreke Wellen Muse-
um in Belgium, and many distinguished 
jewelry collections. 
He has exhibited in Japan, Sweden, 
Norway, Yugoslavia and Poland, as well 
as at various sites in the U.S . 
In addition to his silversmithing and 
jewelry, design, Lafollette works in 
hypergraphics, constructivism and archi-
tectonic areas. 
His teaching has been characterized as 
"having a spontaneous quality" which 
might appear to be casual, but, in fact, is 
carefully designed to compel the students' 
attention so that they derive the fullest 
benefit possible, noted his citation. 
His recent design and launch of the 
manufacturing jewelry-design program at 
RIC provides opportunities for student 
and professional jewelry · designers to 
work together to exchange ideas and tech-
n9logy which, noted his citation, provides 
a "much needed fine art influence'' for 
industry· and career opportunities for 




The demolition of Walsh Gym, destroyed by fire, is car-
ried out over the summer months to make way for new construction. (What's News 
Photo by Gordon E. Rowley) 
LaFollette holds a bachelor of fine arts 
degree from the University of Kansas in 
silversmithing and design, and a master of 
fine arts from the Cranbrook Academy of 
Art in silversmithing and sculpture. He 
joined the RIC art faculty in 1972. 
EARL STEVENS 
Earl E. Stevens 
Professor Stevens was cited for his 
"long-standing and wide-ranging" record 
of service to the College. 
In the course of his career at RIC, Pro-
fessor Stevens has served on at least 14 
major College committees, chairing six of 
them, including the Board of College Dis-: 
cipline, the College Curriculum Commit-
tee, the Council of Rhode Island College, 
and the Graduate Committee. 
Additionally, he has chaired or served 
on every committee within the English . 
department. 
"The mere record of service does not 
speak to the quality of that service," 
no.ted his citation. He ·is "widely regarded 
as one. of the most generous and conscien-
tious jndividuals. on th~ faculty." 
"He has never said 'No' when asked to 
take on some additional task that needed 
to be done, and he always gives unstint-
ingly of his time and attention." 
Stevens' record of "strong and long-
term commitment" to the AFT (teacher's 
J.)lllon) which he served at RIC as presi-
dent, and his record of service to the 
Northeast Victorian Studies Association, 
"the professional association closest to 
his heart," also were noted as was his 
dedication and loyalty to students through 
his roles as advisor and his commitment 
to Cooperative Education. 
"He continually tries to find ways to 
reach out to students and to help them see 
the connections between the classroom 
and the world 'out there'." 
Stevens is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of 
Indiana University who performed gradu-
ate work at Princeton and the University 
of Michigan where he earned a master's 
degree. His Ph.D. is from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
He began his professional teaching 
career at North Carolina as a parttime in-
structor. Other assignments included 
those at West Texas State College, Pfeiffer 
College in Misenheimer, N.C., Trinity 
University in San Antonio and Wisconsin 
State at Stevens Point. 
Since joining the RIC faculty in 1968, 
he has taught several courses considered 
out-of-the-ordinary such as the course on 
censorship and its impact on literature, 
and what is thought to have been the first 
course in Gay literature. 
He had taught almost every semester at 
the Providence Urban Education Center 
until its affiliation with the Community 
College of Rhode IslanQ, and even taught 
courses at the Adult Correctional Institu-
tion'. 
Additionally, · Stevens has published 
widely -and done extensive research and 
wor.k as a research consultant elating back 
over .a period of years. · 
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RI Geography Education Alliance-
Watch out for those Geo-evangelists! 
They ranged in age from their 20s to 
50s; they came from 14 different cities 
and towns in the state; and they were 
selected from a large pool of applicants. 
Also, they knew they would spend one 
week in residence at the Alton Jones cam-
pus of University of Rhode Island and one 
week commuting to Rhode Island Col-
lege; and they came prepared to get 80 
hours of instruction and to do 40 hours of 
homework over that two-week period. 
Who were these people? 
They were teachers who came to dis-
cover the excitement of the new geo-
graphy. And even though they ranged 
from kindergarten through high 
school-both public and private-in their 
levels of teaching, all came from the expe-
rience with a sense of mission that is go-
ing to make an impact on geography 
education in the schools of Rhode Island. 
The 21 teacher-students experienced 
lectures, demonstrations, field trips and 
activities from 22 different instructors 
whose presentations focused on rural, 
marine and urban issues in Rhode Island. 
In the process t_hey did some orienteer-
ing with compasses and topographic 
maps, worked with computers, 
deciphered census data, took water 
samples on Narragansett Bay, studied 
land use around the bay, examined 
clustered housing and mill villages in 
South County, took a walking tour of Pro-
vidence and the Capital Center and ex-
amined aerial photos of neighborhoods. 
These were some of the activities packed 
into this two week period. 
Central to all of this were lectures in 
physical, population and regional geo-
graphy, examining closely fresh water re-
sources. And for their own teaching 
purposes, each prepared lessons for their 
respective grade levels and each had to 
demonstrate a lesson for making presenta-
tions to other teachers and to the general 
public. 
And what was the reaction of the teach-
ers to this intensive "geography boot 
camp?" 
Here is one comment: 'The best thing 
that I have ever done to improve my effec-
tiveness as a social studies teacher was to 
attend the Rhode Island Geography Edu-
cation, Alliance Summer Institute. -No 
seminar, no in-service day, no methods 
or theory course could ever match the im-
pact of the two-week immersion into the 
art and science of teaching geography that 
I experienced.'' 
And another: "That feeling of together-
ness and camaraderie, coupled with the 
Tuition Payment 
Plan available 
Prior to the start of each semester, stu-
dents receive a bill for the classes in 
which they have enrolled. In order for a 
student to attend classes, this bill is paya-
ble in full by the prescribed due date. 
The College offers a monthly payment 
plan for those students and families who 
find it necessary to budget educational 
costs over the academic year. 
Specifically, this plan enables students 
to pay all semester tuition and fees over an 
extended period, in four installments, 
without interest charges. The cost for the 
service is $30 per semester. 
At the time of enrollment, a minimum 
of 25 percent of the semester bill must be 
paid together with the payment plan ap-
plication fee. 
Applications for tl1e spring 1993 
semester can be made at the Bursar' s Of-
fice in Alger Hall. 
For more informat ion, call 456-8130. 
R.I. GEOGRAPHY EDUCATION ALLIANCE participants this year are (front 
from left) Joan Bloom, Henry Barnard School; Lynda Marzahn, Scituate; Barbara 
Jacobson, East Providence; Rita Anderson, Johnston; Helen Johnson, North King-
stown, (row two from left) Wayne Brooder, Lincoln; Edie Dunn, East Greenwich; 
Kristen Vito, Lincoln; Lucretia Banks, Newport; Barbara Betres, Warren; (row 
three from left) Marilyn Guptill, North Kingstown; Mary DiFilippo, North Provi-
dence; Fredlin Bennett, Providence; Anne Phillips, East Greenwich; Lois Beach, 
Westerly; Thomas Cowell, Cranston; (row four) Lyn Malone, Barrington; Belinda 
Wilkerson, East Providence; Jane Malone, Henry Barnard School; Maureen 
Spaight, East Providence; (back row) Mike Eckenroth, Providence; Cindy Ripley, 
RI GEA; Matt Hodge, Warwick; Chester Smolski, RI GEA coordinator; Anne Petry, 
RIGEA coordinator. (Plwto and caption submitted by Chester Smolski) 
professionalism with which the entire 
conference was run, has given me renew-
ed confidence in myself, my teaching 
abilities and my faith in the profession." 
Yes, it cost approximately $2,000 per 
teacher to conduct this institute, including 
the instruction, accommodations, field-
trip expenses and free materials given to 
all participants. But this is an investment 
in those people who work with the minds 
of our young future generations. And isn't 
this where we should be putting our re-
sources? 
The money to fund this came from a 
Chicago foundation and local sources but 
most came from the National Geographic 
Society. Rhode Island is now part of this 
national network sponsored by the Geo-
graphic society to improve geography in-
struction in all schools throughout the 
nation. 
This is a program to get teachers ex-
cited and informed about the new geo-
graphy and how to teach it. And they, in 
turn, will pass on this enthusiasm and 
knowledge to their students as aptly dem-
onstrated in those states that have been in 
the program in the past six years. 
These 21 teacher consultants from our 
institute will now be joined by the five 
teachers we sent to the Geographic Socie-
ty in Washington for four weeks this sum-
mer, at a cost of $9,000 each and funded 
by the Society, and the four we sent last 
year to Washington to spread the word to 
their fellow teachers. · 
The two teachers we sent to California 
for 10 days to study water resources, paid 
for by the Geographic; the three teachers 
who were each granted $5,000 scholar-
ships for three weeks of study in Japan; 
and the $2,500 scholarship granted a 
teacher for attendance at an international 
conference in Washington and a 10 day 
field trip in California are just a few of the 
opportunities provided Rhode Island 
teachers this summer through our Alli-
ance. 
Already plans are being made to send 
some of our teachers to Santo Domingo 
for a geography meeting in September 
where they will give presentations, attend 
a local geography meeting and one in 
Portland, Maine, in October; and partici-
pate in a major meeting in Providence on 
water resources in November. Increased 
professionalism as well as exciting oppor-
tunities now await these teachers and 
those who become part of the Geography 
Alliance. 
It was gratifying to see the renewed 
sense of purpose and entlmsiasm dis-
played by these revitalized teachers. In the 
words of yet another participant: 'The in-
stitute has left me with a new confidence 
in my ability to tea.ch my students what 
matters. It has given me a sense of mis-
sion, and the means to act upon it. I know 
that this year I will be a better geography 
teacher and, for that matter, a better 
teacher in general. ' ' 
Too often we hear criticisms of teachers 
who spend little time in the classroom and 
do little over their long summer vaca-
tions. But if these teachers who now form 
this small network of the Geography Alli-
ance are an indicator, we are most for-
tunate to have such conscientious, 
creative and hard working professionals 
working with our children. These are 
Geo-Evangelists who intend to go back to 
their classrooms and get their students as 
excited about geography as they them-
selves have become. 
Our current 30 teacher consultants are 
now available to all school districts and 
interested educational organizations 
which would like to discover the new geo-
graphy. Written requests may be address-
ed to the Rhode Island Geography 
Education Alliance, Mann Hall 143, 
Rhode Island College, Providence, RI 
02908. 
Contributed by: Anne K. Petry, Pro-
fessor of Education and Chester E. 
Smolski, Professor of Geography, Rhode 
Island College, Coordinators, Rhode 
Island Geography Education Alliance. 
Renowned cooperative learning expert 
to keynote statewide conference 
Spencer Kagan, who developed the 
structural approach to cooperative learn-
ing used in classrooms across tl1e coun-
try, will be the keynote speaker at a 
two-day conference on Jan. 21 and 22, 
sponsored by the Rhode Island Associa-
tion for Supervision and Curriculum De-
velopment and hosted by Rhode Island 
College and Johnson and Wales Universi-
ty. 
A former professor of psychology and 
education at the University of California, 
Kagan is an internationally acclaimed re-
searcher and the author of "Cooperative 
Leaming,'' described as "the most com-
prehensive and popular book ever writ-
ten" on the subject. 
Teachers call it "the bible of coopera-
tive learning'' because it covers every-
thing from simple structures to complex 
lesson designs, comprehensive informa-
tion on the development of social skills, 
conflict resolution, classroom manage-
ment , grading, cooperative sports and co-
operative learning research, according to 
an association news release. 
Kagan, who developed the concept 10 
years ago, is the owner of Resources For 
Teachers, Inc., headquartered in Califor-
nia. He will lead an all-day general intro-
duction to the cooperative learning 
approach on Jan. 21, at the Johnson and 
Wales University Airport Hotel, 2081 
Post Road, Warwick. 
The following day, participants will 
gather at RIC, 600 Mt. Pleasant Ave., 
Providence, to continue with workshops 
led by trained practitioners on topics such 
as team formation, team and class build-
ing, classroom management, social skills 
development, improvement scoring, 
recognition systems and cooperative 
sports and games. 
The workshop series is designed for K-
12, college and university teachers and 
administrators. 
Macgregor Kniseley, RIC assistant pro-
fessor of education, encourages the com-
munity of educators to attend the 
conference, but emphasizes that "this is a 
perfect oppor tunity for higher educa tion 
faculty to examine and add to its reper-
toire of teaching methods. ' ' 
Kniseley, who is one of tl1e conference 
organizers, said, "It will enhance faculty 
members' ability to include cooperative 
small group experiences into their teach-
ing duties." 
The cost is $150, which includes 
materials, lunch and refreshments, 
Kagan's "Cooperative Leaming" book 
and a wall chart. 
In addition, conference organizers have 
scheduled 15 hours of follow-up coopera-
tive learning network group workshops 
for an additional fee of $100. These ses-
sions will be held at RIC. 
Rhode Island Department of Education 
in-service credits hours can be earned for 
one or two-day participation. 
Pre-registration is necessary by Nov. 1. 
No on-site registration will be taken. Reg-
istration materials are available in the 
school systems throughout the state, or 
can be obtained by contacting Ralph 
Jasparro, Johnston School Department, 
10 Memorial Ave. , Johnston, 02919 or by 
calling 233-1900 and 456-8016. 
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Monday, Sept. 14 
Noon to 1 p.m.-Alcoholics Anonymous Th d s t 17 
to meet in S U 305 urs ay, ep • -
12·30 p m . Le. ct . An t f th 12:30 p.m.-Lect
ure. As part of the 
Quincentennial Celebration Columbus Ulllcentenm . e e ration Col~bus 
• • .- ure. ~ par o e ' Q • 'al C 1 b . 
Lecture Series, a lecture entitled 'The ~c _ture Senes, _ a _lecture . enutled 
Christopher Columbus Landfall Contro- History of Manne Science with Refer-
versy" to be held in the Alumni Lounge ence to the Portugese" to be presented by 
Roberts Hall. The lecturer will be Phii Robert Cembrola, a curator _at the Naval 
Richardson a physical oceanographer War Colle~e. The lecture will be held in 
from Woods Hole Oceanographic. Free :e Alumrn Lounge, . Roberts Hall. Free 
and open to the public. d opeu to the public. 
1 p.m.-Grief Group to meet in the 6:30 p.m .-Gues t Speaker. The Office of 
Chaplain's Office, SU 300. This is a sup- Minority Affairs' to present Henry v. 
port group for those mourning the loss of Johnson of the Rhode Island Urban Pro-
a family member or friend. For further ject to speak in the main lounge of Sweet 
information, contact the Chaplain's Of- Hall. Free and open to the public. For 
flee, Ext. 8168. further information, contact the Office of 
Minority Affairs, Ext. 8062. 
m 
Tuesday, Sept. 15 
11 a.m. to Noon-Right Now/Racism and 
Stereotyping. This program, presented by 
the Office of Minority Affairs, is for ac-
tion and awareness ... It will introduce 
skill building on dealing with stressful sit-
uations in racial understanding geared 
toward new students. Session to be held in 
SU 305. 
0--
10 a.m. and 2 p.m.-Video. hi conjunc-
tion with the Quincentennial Celebration 
Columbus Lecture Series, an historic 
video drama of great events of the era as 
seen through the eyes of Columbus enti-
tled, "1492: Portrait in Music" to be pre-
sented in the Modem Language Lounge, 
,Craig-Lee 102. Included in the film will 
be the defeat of the Moors, the birth of 
modem Spain, and his personal struggle 
in persuading the king and queen to sup-
port his enterprises in the Indies. Free 
and open to the public. 
Wednesday, Sept. 16 
12:30 p.m.-Meeting. The Health Edu-
cation Club to meet in the SOS Office 
across from the SU to start planning 1992-
93 activities. Topics to be discussed in-
clude the fall '93 Health Fair and Health 
Careers Day. For further information, 
call the SOS Office, Ext. 8122. 
8 p.m.-Film. The Student Film Society 
to present the film ''Commitments'' in 
the SU Ballroom. A working Irish band -is 
determined to bring soul music to Dublin. 
The film stars Robert Arkins, Michael 
Aheme and Angeline Ball. Admission is 
$1 with RIC ID or $2 without ID. 
m 
Monday, Sept. 21 
Noon to 1 p.m.-Alcholics Anonymous to 
meet in SU 305. 
12:30 p.m.-Lect~re. As part of the part 
Quincentennial Celebration Columbus 
Lecture Series, a lecture entitled ''The 
New World Described in Maps, 1492-
1800" will be presented by Susan Dan-
forth of Brown University. The lecture 
will be held in the Alumni Lounge, 
Roberts Hall. 
1 p.m.-Grief Group to meet in the 
Chaplain's Office, SU 300. For further 
information, contact the Chaplain's Of-
fice, Ext. 8168. 
Tuesday, Sept. 22 
1 to 2 p.m.-Right Now/Getting a Grip 
on Your Schedule. Now that new students 
have added all their classes, set up their 
work schedules, tried to explain to their 
parents what college is like, and realized 
that homework never ends, it's time for 
them to get a grip on their schedules! This 
se_ssion, presented by the Campus Center, 
will focus on self management strategies 
that can help them get the most out of the 
1440 minutes of every day. Session to take 
place in SU 305. 
S~pt. 14-Sept. 28 
D 
m 
Wednesday, Sept. 23 
12:30 p.m.-Video. As part of the 
Quincentennial Celebration Columbus 
Lecture Series, a video on the Popul Yuh-
The Mayan book of the Dead entitled 
"Olga Juzeyn-Amesty: Central America 
the Maya" to be shown in Craig-Lee 102. 
Free and open to the public. 
I p.m.-Chamber Music Series to pre-
sent Charles Schlueter, trumpet player in 
Roberts Recital Hall, Robert 138. Admis-
sion free. Masterclass will follow. 
1 p.m.-Art Lecture. As part of the Na-
tional Art Association's Mentor Program 
for Art Education, Dodee Van Hine to 
give a lecture in the Art Center, room 17. 
Admission is free. 
1 to 2 p.m.-Right Now/Library Resource 
Tour. The Readers Guide to Periodic Lit-
erature, ERIC, Microfiche, Index ... and 
other resources can be found in this per-
sonal tour of library services that will 
begin at Adams Library Reference Desk. 
Note: Sign up is required by Sept. 22 at 
4 p.m. at the SU Info Desk) . 
8 p.m.-Film . The Student Film Society 
to present the film "Heathers" in the SU 
Ballroom. Heathers is the black comedy 
shocker about a high school in-crowd and 
the detrimental effects of being popular. 
Stars are Winona Ryder, Christian Slater, 
and Shannon Doherty. Admissi0n is $1 
with RIC ID or $2 without ID. 
m 
Monday, Sept. 28 
Noon to 1 p.m.-Alcoholics Anonymous 
to meet in SU 305. 
12:30 p.m.-Lecture. As part of the 
Quincentennial Celebration Columbus 
Lecture Series, a lecture entitled "Mytl1: 
The Fatal Attraction for Western Explor-
ers" will be presented by Norman Pyle. 
The lecture will be held in the Alumni 
Lounge, Roberts Hall. Free and open to 
the public. 
1 p.m.-Grief Group to meet in the 
Chaplain's Office, SU 300. For further 
information, contact the Chaplain's Of-
fice, Ext. 8168. 
Chaplain's Office Offering Classes to._ 
prepare for the sacraments in the Roman 
Catholic tradition (Confirmation, Bap-
tism, First Communion). Students in-
terested in these classes should contact 
the Chaplain's Office, Ext. 8168, or stop 
by SU 300 by Sept. 25. 
Sports Events 
Tuesday, Sept. 15 
3:30 p.m.-Men 's Soccer. RIC vs. East-
ern Connecticut State University. Away. 
Thursday, Sept. 17 
3:30 p.m. Women's Tennis. RIC vs. 
Salve Regina University. Home. 
7 p.m.- Hbmen 's Volleyball. RIC vs. 
Worcester Pol, hnical Institute. AW3'f. 
Saturd~y, Sept. 19 
9 a.m .-Women 's Volleyball. RIC vs. 
Roger Williams University in the Roger 
Williams University Invitational Tourna-
ment. Away. 
9 a.m.- Ubmen 's Tennis. RlAIAW Tour-
nament at the University of RI. Away. 
11:15 a.m.-Men 's Cross Country. RIC 
vs. University of Massachusetts, Dart-
mouth at the U Mass-Dartmouth Invita-
tional. Away. 
Noon-llvmen 's Cross Country. RIC vs. 
University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth 
in the U Mass. Dartmouth Invitational. 
Away. 
\ 
Sunday, Sept. 20 
1 p.m.-Men 's Soccer. ·RIC vs. Fitch-
burg State College. Away. 
Wednesday, Sept. 23 
3:30 p.m.-Women's Tennis. RIC vs. 
Bridgewater State College. Away. 
7 p.m.- Jlvmen 's Volleyball. RIC vs. 
Eastern Connecticut State University. 
Away. 
Thursday, Sept. 24 
3:30 p.m.-Men 's Soccer. RIC vs. 
Stonehill College. Home. 
Friday, Sept. 25 
3:30 p.m.-Women's Tennis. RIC vs. 
-salem State College. Away. 
. \ 
Saturday, Sept. 26 
10 a.m.-Women 's Tennis. RIC vs. Salve 
Regina University in the Grasscourt 
Doubles Tournament at the Newport 
Casino. Away. 
10 a.m.- llvmen 's Volleyball. RIC vs. 
Wes~eyan University )in the Wesleyan Uni-
versity Tournament. Away. 
11 a.m.-Men 's Cross Country. Ray 
Dwyer Invitational at Goddard State Park. 
Home. 
Noon-Jlvmen's Cross Country. Ray' 
Dwyer Invitational at Goddard State Park. 
1 p.m.-Men 's Soccer. RIC vs. Westfield 
State College. Home. 
